
JEWISH GENEALOGY AND HISTORY SOCIETIES PARTNER 
FOR CEMETERY PROGRAM 

 
The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society is proud to 
partner with the Indiana Jewish Historical Society for “Jewish 
Cemeteries – Indiana and Beyond,” a virtual program on Sunday, 
November 14th at 2:00 p.m.  Guest speakers will be Jeannie R. 
Regan-Dinius, from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 
and JewishGen’s Nolan Altman.  The program is free and open to 

the public.  Registration is required to attend.  The link can be found on the NEIJGS website at 
www.NEIndianaJGS.org/upcoming-events/.  
 
Cemeteries tell us much about who came before us.  The size, shape and documentation vary from 
religious groups, time period, and location, but all are important outdoor museums.  The symbols and 
markings that individuals put on their stones reveal much about the individual and family.  Jeannie R. 
Regan-Dinius, Director of Special Initiatives for the Department of Natural Resources’’ Division of 
Historic Preservation and Archaeology, will begin the afternoon at 2:00 with a discussion of the state of 
cemeteries in Indiana, the presumed meanings of markings, how pop culture affects stones, and what 
you need to look at when you walk through a cemetery.  

Jeannie Regan-Dinius has a life-long interest in history, family history, and research.  She earned her 
Bachelors Degree in Public History from Ball State University, where she also studied anthropology and 
American Studies.  She has her Masters in Urban Planning and Information Management/Library Science 
from Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis with additional graduate course work in public 
history. 

Beginning at 3:30, Nolan Altman will continue the afternoon’s program with “Patronymic Naming and 
Cemetery Records - Their Importance in Jewish Genealogy.”  This presentation will familiarize attendees 
with the evolution of family surnames and the practice of patronymic naming. Recognizing the 
components of patronymic naming, participants will learn how to take advantage of these clues to link 
their family through generations.  By using an actual case study Mr. Altman will show participants online 
resources to help find headstone information worldwide.  Examples of odd inscriptions and errors will 
add unexpected humor to the presentation. 

Nolan Altman received the 2021 Lifetime Achievement Award from the International Association of 
Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) and was President of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Long 
Island.  He has presented workshops at genealogical conferences worldwide and serves as coordinator 
for JewishGen’s Online Worldwide Burial Registry (JOWBR).   

The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society was started in the spring of 2018 and is a member of 
the International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies.  Founded in 1972 by Joseph Levine in Fort 
Wayne, the Indiana Jewish Historical Society collects, preserves, publishes, and shares the history of the 
Jewish experience in Indiana.  More information can be found on their website at www.IJHS.org.  Thanks 
to Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation, the Dr. Louis A. and Anne B. Schneider Foundation Trust, the Bureau 
of Jewish Education Endowment, the Lande Genealogy Fund, and the Indiana Jewish Historical Society 
for their support of this program.    More information about the NEIJGS can be found at our website at 
www.NEIndianaJGS.org, or our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/NEIndianaJGS/.   Contact 
Betsy Gephart at vp@NEIndianaJGS.org for more information. 
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